Thank you for writing to AFECT about the possibility of a volunteer position. Because of the financial downturn, we have witnessed an overall drop in the number of volunteers joining us over the past year. As AFECT is reliant on a high number of volunteers which fund the program, we have taken the decision to ‘down size’ the full time volunteer program and replace it with Village Camp. 

The program is as follows–

Village Camp is an opportunity starting on the 14th of each and every month through out the year. There is the option, depending on your choice, of staying 7 days, 2 weeks or for those with previous volunteer Teaching experience 3-4 weeks.  Depending on the season we run slightly different programs, but at heart they are based on our philosophy of learning and giving and cultural exchange.

Schedule

Volunteers are collected from the bus station or airport in Chiang Rai, and taken to our NGO base to be welcomed by our NGO director, Mr Athu Procher. Here everyone will have the chance to greet one another and relax.

Athu then leads an induction on the plight of the hill tribe groups found in northern Thailand, the situation of Burmese refugees and the cultural aspects of the Akha tribe. Volunteers then journey north by x4 wheel drive vehicle to the small traditional and remote Hill Tribe village of San Jai, which lies 50 km’s north of the provincial capital of Chiang Rai, and 50kms south of the Burmese border.

Here volunteers spend the week with ATHU in our centre that resides in a charming lychee orchard set amongst breath taking scenery. During the week Athu would give a grounding in Akha culture and the hill tribe’s interrelation with the environment in an ‘ECO FORESTRY SCHOOL’. Alongside this general volunteering opportunities will be available to give balance between learning and giving.

During this induction week volunteers will have the opportunity to teach English* anytime between 8am – 4.30pm Monday to Friday in the Primary and Junior High schools in San Jai village. Please note (THAILAND’S mid year school holiday runs from 22/9/2011 – 15/10/2011) 

* Qualification of English Teaching Volunteers

Child loving and outgoing personality. Love to teach and like to play sports –have a positive attitude to children. 

Please be aware of polite dress (skirt /shirt / long pants) and to bring teaching materials - for instance a camera / pictures/ pens. 

There will also be general volunteering to construct a hospital involving installing a water system, mud house construction, toilets, a library for the children and children’s swimming pool.

There will also be short excursions to the border and general activities. In short, Village Camp will be a time for all volunteers to learn, share and give, echoing the Akha way of life.

For the second week volunteers who have previous experience can continue teaching English in the schools or the opportunity to continue in general volunteering with our volunteer staff. Please note however, that you would be assisted less during this time.

There will be an enrolment fee of 5000 Thai Baht payable via PAYPAL and a further 5500 Thai Baht for the first week or 10,000 THB for x 2 weeks. This fee can be paid In Chiang Rai and includes all food, board and excursions. There will be no further fee to pay.

*5500 Thai Baht = $180 USD / £112 approx

10,000 Thai Baht =  $327 USD / £204 approx

If interested please email us at info@akhaasia.org
Many Thanks!
